MINISTERUL EDUCATIEI NATIONALE SI CERCETARII STIINTIFICE
UNIVERSITATEA ,,PETRU MAIOR” DIN TiRGU MURES
FACULTATEA DE STIINTE SI LITERE

TEZA DE DOCTORAT

— REZUMAT -

CONDUCATOR STIINTIFIC:
Prof. Univ. Dr. Alexandru CISTELECAN

DOCTORAND:
Valeria CIOATA
TIRGU MURES
2016



MINISTERUL EDUCATIEI NATIONALE SI CERCETARII STIINTIFICE
UNIVERSITATEA ,,PETRU MAIOR” DIN TiRGU MURES
FACULTATEA DE STIINTE SI LITERE

ELEMENTE RELIGIOASE IN
LIRICA GENERATIEI 60

— REZUMAT -

CONDUCATOR STIINTIFIC:
Prof. Univ. Dr. Alexandru CISTELECAN

DOCTORAND:
Valeria CIOATA
TiRGU MURES
2016



CUPRINS

INTRODUCERE Error! Bookmark not defined.
CAPITOLUL I: Delimitari conceptuale Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.1. Ideea de generatie Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2. Sacrul si componentele sale Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2.1. Ipostaze ale intalnirii mistice Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2.2. Ingerul si gandirea simbolici Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2.3. Poetul ca sacerdot Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2.4. Prelucrari iconografice Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2.5. Abordari ale folclorului magic Error! Bookmark not defined.
CAPITOLUL II: Abordari ale misticii in poezie Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1. Accente mistice Tn Psalmii lui Stefan Aug. Doinas Error! Bookmark not
defined.

2.2. Etape ale intalnirii mistice in opera lui loan Alexandru Error! Bookmark not

defined.

2.3. Enstaza ca resemantizare a erosului si thanatos-ului la Cezar Ivanescu
Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.4. Chemarea numelui divin la Cezar Baltag Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.5. intilnirea mistica reflectatii in Epifania lui Daniel Turcea Error! Bookmark

not defined.
CAPITOLUL I1I: Mutatii ale imaginii ingerului Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.1. Imaginea ingerului la Stefan Aug. Doinas Error! Bookmark not defined.

3.2. Ipostaze ale angelicului in lirica stinescianid__ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.3. Prezente angelice in poemele Constantei Buzea Error! Bookmark not defined.
CAPITOLUL 1V: Functia sacerdotali a poetului Error! Bookmark not defined.

4.1. Calatorii initiatice in lirica lui Stefan Aug. Doinas Error! Bookmark not

defined.



4.2. Functia sacerdotala a poeziei la Cezar Baltag Error! Bookmark not defined.

CAPITOLUL V: Motive biblice si prelucrari ale iconografiei crestine Error!

Bookmark not defined.

5.1. Resemantizarea neomodernisti a imaginilor biblice __ Error! Bookmark not
defined.

5.2. Icoana si patria la Ioan Alexandru Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.3. Fecioara si alte motive crestine in lirica lui Cezar Ivanescu Error! Bookmark

not defined.
5.4. Oglindiri ale sacrului in poezia Constantei Buzea Error! Bookmark not
defined.
CAPITOLUL VI: Elemente de folclor magic Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.1. Folclorul magic reflectat in Madona din dud _ Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.2. intélnirea dintre sacru si profan in Bulzesti __ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CONCLUZII Error! Bookmark not defined.
BIBLIOGRAFIE Error! Bookmark not defined.
Anexa 1 Error! Bookmark not defined.
Anexa 2 Error! Bookmark not defined.
Anexa 3 Error! Bookmark not defined.




ELEMENTE RELIGIOASE IN LIRICA GENERATIEI "60

— Rezumat —

Sentimentul religios, al raportarii omului la divinitate, a preocupat fiinta de lut din
cele mai vechi timpuri. Acest fel de cautare spirituala a fost foarte bine ilustrat prin cuvintele
lui Virgil Nemoianu care semnaleaza un fapt interesant: ,,Religiozitatea mi se pare o
componentd a umanului la fel de naturald si de indispensabild ca erotismul, sa zicem: ea nu
poate fi nici refulatd sau cenzuratd, dar nu se cuvine sa fie nici exacerbata de cei care nu sunt

. . . . 1
realmente inzestrati cu o vocatie speciald, cu un har.”

Sacrul are tendinta de a-si face
aparitia in cele mai neobisnuite moduri si spatii. Arta, insd, devine un teritoriu predilect al
acestuia in masura 1n care contactul cu sacrul se transferd in poezie si reuseste sd ii dea
omului o altd intelegere a celor trdite.

Alegerea temei vizeaza nevoia de a intelege si reliefa modurile in care trairea
religioasd este generatoare de modele culturale viabile si mutatiile de sens pe care acestea le
capata in operele membrilor aceleiasi generatii. Intentia tezei de doctorat Elemente
religioase in lirica generatiei "60 este de a discuta dintr-o noua perspectiva operele poetice si
abordarile sacrului prezente in acestea. Caracterul novator consta intr-0 abordare care
intelege fenomenul religios din perspectiva integratoare a istoriei religiilor punand in lumina
modurile prin care raportarile la sacralitate ale poetilor isi schimba aspectul. Eventualele
capcane ale tezei sunt legate de abundenta materialului de cercetat si parcurgerea superficiala
a acestuia.

Obiectivele lucrarii vizeaza investigarea si inregistrarea directiilor pe care prelucrarea
temei religioase o urmeaza si mutatiile de sens pe care le sufera abordarea si prelucrarea
sacrului In poezia neomodernistd. Un alt obiectiv este acela de a urmari zonele de interferenta
pe care prelucrarea sacrului in poezie le genereaza si de a stabili spre ce domenii duc acestea.
Nu vom urmari modelele impuse de poezia interbelica traditionalistd intrucat aceastd directie
de cercetare este destul de explorati. In schimb, vom avea in vedere modurile prin care sacrul
isi mai face loc in poezia generatiei ‘60 si eventualele schimbari de viziune pe care intalnirea
cu sacrul le proiecteaza in opera.

Alegerea titlului sugereaza ca lucrarea nu isi propune sa facd din toti poetii studiati

niste mari evlaviosi, ci, mai degraba, sa urmareasca formele pe care o relatie cu transcendenta

! Virgil Nemoianu — 70, coord. lulian Boldea, Ed. Paralela 45, Pitesti, 2010, p. 25;



le poate lua in operele lirice. Ideea de element trimite spre ideea ca orice artist, cat de mefient
ar fi el din punct de vedere religios, are o relatie cu un dincolo la care se raporteaza. Tocmai
cautarea acestui dincolo Tn operele poetice 0 abordeaza lucrarea de fata.

In ceea ce priveste metodele de cercetare acestea se constituie intr-o larga varietate
intrucat materialul vizat este amplu si divers. Se recurge astfel la analizd/ sinteza, inductie/
deductie, hermeneuticad, psihanalitica, semiotica, receptare de tip interdisciplinar (istoria
religiilor, teologie, stilistica).

Caracterul stiintific decurge din valorificarea unei bibliografii bogate si relevante
care contine studii de istorie a religiilor importante in definirea notiunii de sacru si a
determindrii morfologiei gandirii religioase, lucrari teologice care au rolul de a trasa directiile
pe care gandirea religioasa le abordeaza. Studiile de psihologie folosite au rolul de a releva
modalitatile de intelegere a lumii din perspectiva omului religios si modelele mentale pe care
credinta le creeaza si felul in care acestea pot influenta viata omului. In ceea ce priveste
studiile de critica literara folosite, acestea apartin unor reputati specialisti in domeniu. Se tine
cont de ambele parti in cazurile in care operele poetice au constituit obiectul unor polemici.
Studiile filosofice consultate au rolul de a da o viziune integratoare lucrarii.

Teza este structuratd in sase capitole: . Delimitari conceptuale, II. Abordari ale
misticii in poezie, IIl. Mutatii ale imaginii ingerului, IV. Functia sacerdotala a poetului, V.
Motive biblice si prelucrari ale iconografiei crestine, VI. Elemente de folclor magic.

Primul capitol stabileste cheile de lecturd urmarite de-a lungul explordrii operelor
poetice ale autorilor avuti in vedere. Primul termen definit pentru a putea delimita mai exact
obiectul cercetirii este acela de generatie. In acest scop am folosit sensul pe care 1l dau
acestui concept Mircea Martin si Gheorghe Perian. Ideea de generatie avuta in vedere implica
o serie de afinitdti care transpar din lectura poemelor. Celalalt criteriu avut in vedere este
acela legat de momentul debutului. Privita din aceasta perspectiva, ideea de generatie permite
includerea in lucrare a urmatorilor autori: Stefan Aug. Doinas, Ioan Alexandru, Constanta
Buzea, Cezar Baltag, Cezar Ivanescu, Nichita Stanescu, Marin Sorescu si Daniel Turcea.

Al doilea concept avut in vedere este cel al intalnirii mistice dintre om si Dumnezeu.
Pentru a putea urmadri felul in care se reflectd in operele poetice acest intimism al omului cu
fiinta divind am folosit lucrari de teologie in care sunt explicate etapele si modurile de
manifestare ale divinului in uman. In acest scop, am consultat lucrarile unor autori cum ar fi:
Dionisie Areopagitul - Despre teologia mistica, Dumitru Staniloac a carui lucrare
Spiritualitatea ortodoxa. Ascetica §i mistica, are o bogatd bibliografie in ceea ce priveste

subiectul, Basile Tatakis - Filosofia bizantina, Michelina Tenace - Crestinismul bizantin,
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Bonaventura - Itinerariul mintii in Dumnezeu, Henri Brémond - Priére et Poésie. Operele
poetice avute in vedere in aceasta sectiune sunt cele ale lui Stefan Aug. Doinas din Psalmi in
care se prefigureaza inaintarea omului spre Dumnezeu, loan Alexandru in ansamblul
constituit de volumele de versuri de pana la Imnele bucuriei (inclusiv), Cezar Baltag in
Chemarea numelui, Daniel Turcea in Epifania. Un caz special s-a dovedit a fi cel al poetului
Cezar Ivanescu in a carui opera se oglindesc elemente preluate din religiile orientale. Pentru
investigarea acestora s-a folosit Mircea Eliade Yoga — Nemurire si libertate si Rudolf Otto,
Mistica Orientului si Mistica Occidentului. Avand 1n vedere obsesia poetului fatd de eros si
thanatos care afecteaza In mod evident credintele religioase ale poetului, am recurs la
explicarea legaturii stranse intre aceste doua concepte care par a fi opuse. Pentru a clarifica
atractia fascinanta pe care ce doi termeni o exercitd asupra mintii umane se foloseste studiul
lui Georges Bataille, Erotismul. In cazul fiecirui poet s-a tinut cont de parerile emise de
critica de specialitate. Cercetarea amanuntitd a poeziilor autorilor enumerati aici se realizeaza
n Capitolul al 1l-lea al lucrarii.

Lucrarea de fatd a inregistrat raportarea poetilor generatiei ‘60 la dimensiunea sacra a
existentei. Perspectiva asupra elementelor de mistica a adus in prim-plan constantele eforturi
si dificultati pe care omul le intAmpina in relatia sa cu Dumnezeu. In cazul lui Stefan Aug.
Doinas s-a putut constata o preocupare de impdacare cu Dumnezeu si o apropiere a omului de
acesta. Dupa cum lucrurile nu stau, in practica, intotdeauna atat de bine ca in planul ideilor,
realizarea acestui deziderat impune o serie de experiente care se traduc in poezie prin
poticniri si indoieli, o mare parte din texte ocupandu-se cu definirea divinitatii urmata de
definirea sinelui. Tn definirea sinelui s-a tinut cont, din punct de vedere teoretic, de conceptele
lui C. G. Jung. Incercirile de definire a divinititii contin raportiri de tip apofatic
caracteristice gandirii mistice. O alta caracteristicd a experientei de tip mistic prezentd in
Psalmii lui Stefan Aug. Doinas o constituie referintele directe la rugaciunea isihasta. Traseul
in indumnezeire este unul sinuos, dar din cele cateva texte in care omul se simte umplut de
lumina divind din cap pana in picioare se poate ghici ca isi atinge tinta.

La loan Alexandru s-a vadit intentia de elevare treptata a poetului prin opera urmand
etapele redate de cartile despre mistica pomenite mai sus. Poetul nu numai ca isi propune sa
urce la cer, dar vrea sa ne ia pe toti cu el intr-o patrie sfintitd de lumina transcendenta. Dupa
ce depaseste realitatea imediatd a primelor doud volume de versuri (Cum sd va spun si Viata
deocamdata) n care Tsi face simtitda prezenta exuberanta trairii adolescentine, poetul
imagineaza infernul (in volumul Infernul discutabil), simbol al inconstientului, prin care trece

in vederea purificarii sufletului (notiune explicatd de Dumitru Staniloae) care, apoi se va
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Intalni cu divinul. Odata incheiata etapa descrierii monstruosului, imaginea pustiei ca loc de
aparitie a luminii divine si de blocare a tentatiilor monstruoase depasite, simbolizeaza
atingerea urmatoarei etape a devenirii inteleasd ca inaintare spre Dumnezeu (vol. Vamile
pustiei). Punctul culminant al urcusului spre divin este atins odatd cu aparitia volumului
Imnele bucuriei in care apare hieratizarea imaginilor si induhovnicirea trairii.

In opera lui Cezar Ivinescu s-a urmirit enstaza ca etapi de trezire a divinititii
interioare asa cum apare aceasta in religiile orientale. S-a putut vedea ca aceastd dorita
retragere a sinelui in desdvarsita solitudine a inimii este cauzatd de reactia pe care carnalul o
starneste 1n fiinta interioara a poetului: fascinatie dublatd de dezgust. Se cuvine a observa ca
retragerea proiectatd nu-i reuseste intotdeauna poetului. Reactiile mentionate sunt cauzate de
intelegerea ca erosul este indeaproape urmat de thanatos (erosul cauzeaza carnalul sa se
propage, iar carnalul, fiind perisabil, duce direct la moartea conceputd ca sir nesfarsit de
reincarndri). Enstaza este inteleasad ca prima treaptd in vederea iluminarii spirituale si apare si
in scrierile crestine ca etapa a cobordrii mintii in inimd. Pentru investigarea imaginilor din
textele poetului barladean s-a folosit (dupa cum am mai mentionat) cartea Mistica Orientului
si Mistica Occidentului scrisd de Rudolf Otto intrucat poetul imbind o serie intreagd de
modele culturale preluate atit din Orient, cat si din Occident (sd nu uitdm de elementele
preluate din folclorul nostru). S-a putut constata cd imaginile carnalului incep si se
hieratizeze pani la o disparitie aproape complet a lor. Isi face simtitd prezenta o lumini mai
presus de fire, iar enstaza se preface in extaza. Imaginile extazei au fost analizate n capitolul
dedicat motivelor biblice si iconografiei crestine deoarece prelucreazd imagini ale Fecioarei
Maria si ale rastignirii lui lisus.

S-a putut constata, in ceea ce priveste volumul de versuri Chemarea numelui a lui
Cezar Baltag ci se ghideazi in constructie dupd ceea ce se cheami teologia apofaticd. In
versurile poetului lumina si intunericul se pun reciproc in evidentd asa cum, in cazul
apofatismului negatiile reveleazi adevarata fiinti a lui Dumnezeu. In reprezentarea acestei
idei, poetul face uz de tehnica spatiului negativ utilizata in artele plastice, mai ales in grafica.
Aceastd metoda foloseste fundalul desenului pentru a integra in ceea ce este reprezentat in
prim-plan un desen secund care devine vizibil dintr-un alt unghi al privirii. Tot asa si la Cezar
Baltag absenta raspunsului divin este creator de prezentd. Si aici imaginile devin din ce in ce
mai luminoase. Poetul, fiind un erudit, foloseste si imagini preluate din mitologie.

Esentializarea si proiectarea poeziei in lumina divind a fost realizata in ultimul volum
de versuri publicat de Daniel Turcea. Convertirea poetului la crestinism, in biografie, a

generat, in operd, o transformare pe care critica literard a intdmpinat-0 cu mai mult sau mai
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putin entuziasm. Poezia se goleste de culoare si imaginile devin aproape in intregime
dominate de lumina divind. Apar dese referiri la liturghie si impartdsanie, dar cea mai
pregnanta este descrierea efectelor pe care le are lumina divind asupra sufletului omenesc. La
Daniel Turcea nu mai avem enstaza, poetul gasindu-se direct in etapa ntalnirii cu divinul,
aceea a coborarii mintii in inima.

Pentru definirea angelicului s-au folosit urmatoarele volume si articole: Dionisie
Areopagitul — Despre ierarhia cereasca, Henry Corbin, ,,Mundus imaginalis or the imaginary
and the imaginal” si, bineinteles, Andrei Plesu, Despre Tngeri.

Cel de-al treilea capitol a urmarit ipostazele angelicului in operele celor trei poeti:
Stefan Aug. Doinas, Nichita Stanescu si Constanta Buzea. In opera lui Stefan Aug. Doinas s-
au gasit urmatoarele reprezentari angelice: ingerul ca agent al razbunarii divine in Sonetele
maniei, ca purtator al inspiratiei poetice (Ca drumul lunii), ca vestitor al apropierii mortii
(Arde la capete viata...), drept comunicator al vointei divine (Lasati-mi o cale), ca sfetnic in
divanul lui Dumnezeu sau partener de dialog cu omul (De profundis), ca simbol al armoniei
si fericirii (Transparente), ca reprezentare a legaturii rupte dintre cer si pamant (Sapte ingeri
morti). Acestea sunt doar cateva dintre ipostazele ingerului din opera lui Stefan Aug. Doinas.

Nichita Stanescu utilizeazd imaginea ingerului ca aducdtor al inspiratiei poetice
(ingerul cu cartea Tn maini, Ridicare de cuvinte) sau manifestare a sacrului in profan. Tn
aceasta sectiune a lucrarii s-a putut constata ca in volumele anterioare celor 11 elegii ingerii
apar in mod indirect, ca simboluri ale inltarii fiind reprezentati prin aripi, pene, zbor, aer. In
aceasta etapd a creatiei sale (si pe tot parcursul creatiei poetice, de altfel), la Nichita se
observi o dorinti de elevare ca metoda de autocunoastere. incepand cu A treia elegie ingerii
sunt prezenti sub diverse forme: ca pazitori ai vamilor dintre sine §i lucruri, obiecte taioase,
flori presate intr-o carte (Elegia a opta, hiperboreeana), parte a sinelui captiva in lumea
materiala (Inger refuzat de pdsdri), transmititor al unor mesaje criptice (Inger tatuat cu
harti), accesorii in parul poetului (M&@na cu cinci degete), intruchipare a deprimarii cauzate de
interzicerea accesului spre transcendentd (Moartea pasarilor) s. cl. Un aspect important al
relatiei dintre inger si om este imposibilitatea unei comunicari eficiente care e menita sa
sublinieze ruptura de nivel dintre lumea teluricului unde isi duce existenta omul si planul
transcendent al lumii reprezentate de inger. Asadar, prezenta angelicd fie transmite mesaje
prin intermediul hieroglifelor, isi /atra raspunsurile la intrebdrile omului, pune intrebéri de
neinteles pentru om, fie il insultd pe om, aratand cd cele doua lumi devin din ce in ce mai
indepartate. Se costata ca in Lupta lui lacob cu Tngerul este descrisa o simbolica lupta pe care

poetul o duce cu dublul sdu pe care il putem intelege drept inspiratie. Lupta se da pentru
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respingerea increatului si pastrarea cuvantului. Se poate sesiza ca in oricare din textele
analizate existd un plan secund in care ingerul reprezinta inspiratia divina.

Constanta Buzea se foloseste de figurile angelice pentru a ilustra diverse nuante ale
suferintei interioare care refuzi si devina triviala sau dramatica. Ingerii poetei devin accesorii
ale eului torturat indiferent daca apar ca supraveghetori ai elementelor naturii, etape ale
evolutiei umanului, ingeri pazitori sau simple elemente de decor. Dupa cum am putut
constata, relatia conflictuala a poetei cu celebrul sau sot, Adrian Paunescu, s-a transpus in
opera si a adus dupa sine acea substantializare a durerii pe care o cunoastem din opera poetei.
Putem (pastrand proportiile, evident) sd spunem ca existd o asemanare intre perspectivele
asupra suferintei care se transferd in opera poetei bucurestene si a pictoritei din Mexic, Frida
Kahlo, in a carei operd predomind autoportretele care o infatiseaza pe artistd in posturi
chinuitoare. Viziunile asupra durerii sunt cauzate la pictorita de boala sa si de relatia
conflictuald cu celebrul sdu sot, Diego Rivera. Durerea se preface in arta si isi subliniaza
nuantele. In cazul poetei bucurestene, chiar si dupa despartirea de Adrian Paunescu, suferinta
continud sa joace un rol principal in poezie. La o foarte atentd lecturd, descoperim ca eul
poetei este cel care o tortureaza. Imposibilitatea de a iesi din permanenta durere devine
conditia eului sau interior.

Definirea sacerdotiului poetic a tinut cont de viziunea lui Nikolai Berdiaev din Sensul
creatiei 1n care arta este o directa lucrare cu energiile divine si nu necesitd canoane. Datorita
faptului cd in opera lui Stefan Aug. Doinas sunt imaginate calatorii prin infern si prin paradis
vazut ca destinatie finald in care poetul isi doreste sd-si transporte cititorii pentru a putea
investiga aceste ritualuri s-a folosit studiul lui Mircea Eliade Samanismul si tehnicile arhaice
ale extazului. Cum poetul nu se opreste la aceste simboluri arhaice s-a folosit si Tratatul de
istorie a religiilor al aceluiasi autor pentru a descifra diversele portretizari ale simbolurilor
erudite folosite in textele lui Doinas.

Tn Capitolul al 1V-lea, s-a urmarit functia sacerdotala a poetului la Stefan Aug. Doinas
si la Cezar Baltag. Opera lui Doinas, prin calatoriile in lumile subterane si transcendente, isi
propune sa restabileasca legaturile dintre lumea materiald si cea spiritualda. Simbolurile
folosite se revendicd din zona eruditiei, caracteristica poetului ardelean.

Opera lui Cezar Baltag se distinge prin aceeasi dorinta de refacere a legaturilor rupte
dintre lumi pe aceeasi cale a eruditiei si a estetismului apeland la motive de basm,
redirectiondri ale unor elemente mitologice sau revendicari de la modelele poetice ale lui

Homer sau Orfeu.
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In investigarea motivelor biblice si a prelucririlor din iconografia crestind s-au
urmadrit atit versete semnificative din Biblie care se regasesc in poemele autorilor (Stefan
Aug. Doinas Psalmii la televizor), cat si imagini in care apar personaje biblice sau obiecte de
cult (de exemplu Evangheliarul de la Voronet, loan Alexandru). Opere investigate apartin
poetilor: Stefan Aug. Doinas, loan Alexandru, Cezar Ivanescu si Constanta Buzea si sunt
studiate in amanuntime in Capitolul al V-lea.

Stefan Aug. Doinag reinterpreteaza mitul lui Iona ca experientd initiaticd a eului
(Chitul sau experienta profetiei), imagineaza rugaciuni (Scutul fulgerat), abordeaza
perspectiva apostolului decazut din drepturi (perspectivd abordatd ca recuperare a partii
intunecate a sinelui in viziune jungiana in Zvarcolirile lui luda), pierderea inocentei
reprezentatd printr-0 re-imaginare a episodului cdderii in pacat din Geneza biblica
(Mitologicale). O situatie speciala este pusa in evidentd in ciclul Psalmii la televizor in care
poetul prelucreaza versete din Psalmii davidieni pe care le pune in legatura cu situatiile
cotidiene in spatele carora putem ghici evenimentele de la Revolutia din 1989 sau pe cele din
Piata Universitatii din 1990. Ce se remarca in mod deosebit in legatura cu intreaga opera a lui
Doinas este enorma incredere de care da dovada in naturd si in fortele transcendente. Oricat
de urata ar fi realitatea umana, din opera se desprinde ideea ca valorile perene transcendente
(simbolizate prin fortele binelui) vor invinge.

Opera lui loan Alexandru de dupa Imnele bucuriei vadeste o inflatie a poemelor care
trateaza aceleasi teme: sfintirea sufletului, glorificarea pamantului patriei, mitizarea reperelor
istoriei etc. In timp ce cantitatea poemelor creste, valoarea lor scade. Poemele nu devin
neaparat slabe din punct de vedere estetic (se gaseste un numdr impresionant de poeme
citabile), cat i1 oboseste pe critici eterna exuberantd a poetului din care cauza a fost acuzat de
poza. Odata ce incepem sa citim, constatam ca exista multe texte frumoase pe care le putem
aprecia numai avand in vedere intentia de ansamblu a operei (aceea de continud elevare a
sufletului Tn Hristos).

Dupa ce trece de faza enstazei, poezia lui Cezar Ivinescu devine muzicald (unele
dintre poeme beneficiind de transpuneri pe note muzicale) si cultiva din ce in ce mai mult
inocenta simbolizata prin Fecioara Maria. O alta observatie legata de poezia de maturitate a
lui Cezar Ivanescu are in vedere preponderenta luminii care isi face loc din ce in ce mai
pregnant in versuri. Motivele dominante in seria Rodului dispar si isi face loc iubirea privita
in nuantele sale (eros/ agape). In Rosarium (Agape) apare simbolizati ceea ce Dumitru
Staniloae numeste baterea staruitoare a iubirii in rugdciune la poarta inimii. Versurile

repetitive simbolizeazd aceastd insistentd a rugdciunii, iar in final inima se deschide
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umplandu-se de lumina — are loc ec-staza. Asadar putem considera poezia lui Cezar Ivanescu,
in ansamblul ei, drept o miscare continud de elevare a sufletului. Desi la poetul barladean
cautarile sunt mult mai indelungate, rezultatul final este acelasi cu cel gasit de loan
Alexandru — proiectarea eului in lumina divina.

Prelucrarile motivelor biblice la Constanta Buzea au aceleasi conotatii ca si cele ale
prelucrarii imaginilor angelice — sunt proiectii ale suferintei permanentizate de viziunea
obstinatd a poetei. Versurile pot crea imagini de o deosebitd frumusete cum este aceea a
oamenilor condamnati la o repetatd rastignire a spiritului atita timp cat traiesc n trup
(Golgota) sau lumina din palmele mortului prin care intra toate cuvintele raimase nespuse in
timpul vietii ca animalele in arca (Noe).

Ultimul capitol este dedicat prelucrarii unor elemente de folclor magic. Pentru a defini
coordonatele pe care se afla acest concept s-a recurs la operele lui Mircea Eliade in care
acesta defineste gandirea omeneasca raportata la transcendenta. Tratatul de istorie a religiilor
explica valoarea obiectelor prin care sacrul isi exercita fortele. In sprijinul intelegerii corecte
a fenomenului s-a urmarit firul logic al definirii numinos-ului de catre Rodolf Otto in Sacrul;
despre elementul irational din ideea divinului si despre relatia lui cu irationalul. Motivul
pentru care am ales aceste lucrari in definirea conceptului este acela ca gandirea de tip magic
este o trimitere directd spre combinatia de fascinant si Infricosator constituitd de numinos.
Diferitele incercari de imblanzire sau captare a acestuia rezida in aceastd teama fascinata de
prezenta supranaturalului. Din aceastd perspectiva a prelucrarii elementelor de folclor magic
sunt analizate operele a doi autori: Cezar Baltag — Madona din dud si Marin Sorescu — La
lilieci. Se cuvine a fi precizat ca definirea conceptelor precizate este parte din primul capitol,
n timp ce analiza propriu-zisa a textelor apartine ultimului capitol.

Elementele de folclor magic regasite in Madona din dud a lui Cezar Baltag prezinta o
lume dintr-un ciclu de existentd haotica a pre-genezei lumii in care toate potentele coexista
parcd anulandu-se reciproc. Ludicul si elementele preluate din folclorul copiilor permit
rostirea unor adevaruri grave fard implicatii dramatice. Dansul apare ca intemeietor si
distrugator de lume, senzualitatea feminina grea, care-i corupe si pe ingeri, este prezenta
alaturi de imaginea inocentei desavarsite infatisate prin Maica Domnului. Daca privim cu
atentie, aceastd lume isi cauta eroii civilizatori si 1i si gaseste in imaginea lui Dumnezeu care
se plimba pe o aratura cu o floare in gura. Este imaginea unui nou Thceput.

Abordarea din La lilieci de Marin Sorescu este una a ironiei blande care isi propune sa
refaca imaginile iubite in copilarie. Bulzestiul este un spatiu cu valente fabuloase in care isi
face aparitia Dumnezeu, copiii se joacd gargaunii riscandu-si viata, fetele umbld noaptea
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goale prin sat sa facd vrdji si sd fure laptele vacilor si se intdlnesc moroi pe drum. Aceasta
lume mentine o legatura de suprafatd cu Dumnezeu: piatra pe care a stat acesta este donata,
calugdrii greci care si-au construit mandstire pe pamantul oamenilor sunt arsi de vii,
casatoriile sunt facute pe patul de moarte ca sd nu ,se creadd acolo sus cad ati facut
preacurvie”, cand i se arata Dumnezeu lui Lungu, acesta nu se poate face crezut de cei din jur
si pleacd din sat. Perspectiva ii apartine copilului, lumea infatisata fiind si ea una a tuturor
potentelor ca in cazul volumului lui Cezar Baltag intrucat lumea infatisata si Intr-un caz si in
celdlalt este cea a satului.

Tn interpretarea versurilor s-a tinut cont de opiniile unor reputati critici literari cum ar
fi: Ton Pop, M. Nitescu, Alex. Stefanescu, Laurentiu Ulici, Mircea Martin, Alexandru Ruja,
Victor Felea, Alexandru Cistelecan, Mircea A. Diaconu, Marian Popa, Lucian Alexiu, Eugen
Simion, Eugen Negrici, Cornel Regman, Mircea lorgulescu, Nicolae Manolescu pentru a
numi numai pe cativa dintre acestia. Consideram ca lectura criticd are un rol revelator in ceea
ce priveste intelegerea operelor poetice analizate.

Toti poetii dovedesc preocupdri in ceea ce priveste relatia cu sacrul si manifesta
tendinte de elevare a conditiei umane. Cercetarea temei in cauza e departe de a fi epuizata,
aceasta putdnd fi imbundtititd prin includerea altor poeti ai generatiei amintite si prin
investigarea unor volume de versuri care nu si-au gasit locul aici. Teza poate fi folosita ca

punct de plecare n realizarea unui studiu mult mai complex.
Cuvinte cheie: abordare neomodernista, sacru, intalnirea mistica, epifanie, lumina

mistica, angelologie, functia sacerdotald a poetului, reconectare la transcendenta, motive

biblice, rugaciune, folclor magic, incantatii.
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101. POP, lon, Nichita Stanescu spatiul si mastile poeziei, Editia a ll-a , revazuta si
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123. STANESCU, Constantin, Jurnal de lecturd, Ed. Eminescu, Bucuresti, 1983;
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Profetii mici, Versiune diortosita dupa Septuaginta, redactatd si adnotatd de Bartolomeu
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RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS IN THE WORKS OF THE “60s

GENERATION POETS
— Abstract —

The religious feeling of the relationship built between the human being and the
divinity has been a concern for the human since the dawn of time. This type of spiritual
longing has been brilliantly described in the words of Virgil Nemoianu: “Being religious
seems to be, in my opinion, a natural and essential human component like, let’s say,
eroticism: it cannot be repressed or censored, but it shouldn’t be overexposed especially by
people who aren’t endowed with a special vocation towards it, a special divine grace.”® The
sacred has the tendency to appear in the most unusual ways and places. Art, on the other
hand, becomes its favourite territory as the contact with the sacred makes its way into the
poetry and gives people another understanding of their own life.

Choosing the theme for the doctorate thesis comes from the need to understand and
emphasize the manners in which the religious experience becomes a generator of viable
cultural patterns. Furthermore, the paper sets out to illustrate the changes in meaning the
reflection of the religious feeling suffers in the works of different poets from the same
generation. The intention of the thesis Religious Elements in the Works of the ‘60s
Generation Poets is to bring into discussion the poetic works from a new perspective and to
take into account how each poet approaches the sacred. The innovation spirit of the thesis
comes from the approach that understands the religious phenomenon from the integrative
perspective of the history of religions highlighting the manners in which the relationship
between the poets and the sacred changes over the course of their career. The possible traps
that the thesis might encounter are related to the abundance of material on the matter and the
difficulty to cover everything.

One of the objectives of the paper aims to investigate and establish the perspectives
from which the religious theme is approached. Finding the mutations of meaning the sacred is
subjected to in the works of the neo-modernist poets is another goal of the thesis. Pinpointing
the areas of interference and the domains it leads to is another goal of the study. This paper
will not follow the path of linking the neo-modernist poets of the ‘60s with their interwar

colleagues who called themselves traditionalists, as this direction of research has been

2 Virgil Nemoianu — 70, coord. lulian Boldea, Ed. Paralela 45, Pitesti, 2010, p. 25 (trad. n.);
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explored one too many times. Instead, the dissertation focuses on the manners in which the
sacred finds its way into the neo-modernist poetry and the changes of vision it generates into
the poetic work.

The title suggests that the goal of the paper is not to make great believers out of the
poets in question, but rather to investigate the forms which the relationship with the
transcendence generates in the poetic works. The idea of searching for religious elements in
poetry is based on the fact that no matter how indifferent, religiously speaking, an author may
be, they still manifest a strong connection to a certain beyond. The present paper investigates
this particular beyond.

The methods of research are various as the material in question is abundant and
diverse. Among these methods can be found: the analysis/ the synthesis, the induction/ the
deduction, hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, semiotics, interdisciplinary research (involving the
history of religions, theology and stylistics).

The scientific character comes from using an extensive and relevant bibliography
containing studies in the history of religions which are crucial in defining the concept named
the sacred. Another use of the history of religions studies is to determine the morphology of
religious thinking. The theology studies are meant to describe the paths religious thinking is
headed. The psychology studies used in this paper are meant to reveal the ways in which the
religious human being understands the world and the mental patterns which are involved in
being faithful and how being faithful can influence one’s life. As for the literary critical
studies, these belong to some of the most important names in the field and proved to be
crucial in the text interpretation and text analysis involved in the thesis. In the cases where
poetry generated arguments, both parts were considered. The philosophical studies used play
a significant part in the integrative vision of the thesis.

The paper contains six chapters: |. Theoretical Approaches; Il. Mystic Perspectives in
Poetry; Ill. Mutations of the Image of the Angel; IV. The Sacerdotal Function of the Poet; V.
Biblical Motifs and Modern Reinterpretations of the Christian Iconography; VI. Elements of
Magic Folklore.

The first chapter sets the trend for the text interpretations that can be found in the rest
of the thesis. The first term defined is generation, this concept is important in order to be able
to choose the works of the poets. In the definition of this term the works of Mircea Martin
and Gheorghe Perian were used. The idea of generation seen from this perspective implies a
series of resemblances which can be traced at first glance while reading the poems. The other

criterion when including a poet in a certain generation is that of the debut. From this
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perspective, the idea of generation allows the inclusion of the following authors: Stefan Aug.
Doinas, Ioan Alexandru, Constanta Buzea, Cezar Baltag, Cezar Ivanescu, Nichita Stanescu,
Marin Sorescu and Daniel Turcea.

The second concept in question is that of the mystic encounter between the human
being and God. In order to investigate the way the intimacy of the mystic encounter is
reflected in the works of the mentioned poets, a series of theological studies were used. In
these studies, the authors explain the stages and the manners in which the divine becomes one
with the human. The mentioned studies are: Dionysius the Areopagite — Mystical Theology,
Dumitru Staniloae — Orthodox Spirituality. A Practical Guide for the Faithful and a
Definitive Manual for the Scholar (as it uses an extensive bibliography on the matter), Basile
Tatakis — Byzantine Philosophy, Michelina Tenace — Byzantine Christianity, Bonaventura —
The Mind’s Road to God, Henri Brémond — Prayer and Poetry: A Contribution to Poetical
Theory. The ways in which the mystic encounter is reflected in the poetic works are analysed
in the second chapter of the thesis. The poetic works taken into consideration in the
mentioned section are: Stefan Aug. Doinas with Psalmi (Psalms)?, volume in which the
human soul is presented on its path towards god, loan Alexandru with the works from the
beginning of his career up to the volume Imnele bucuriei (The Hymns of Joy), Cezar Baltag
with Chemarea numelui (The Call of the Name), Daniel Turcea with Epifania (The
Epiphany). A different set of rules apply to the poetry written by Cezar Ivanescu who used
elements taken from the Asian religions. In order to be able to take into account these
elements the following studies were used: Mircea Eliade — Yoga. Immortality and Freedom
and Rudolf Otto — Mysticism East and West: A Comparative Analysis of the Nature of
Mysticism. Due to the fact that Cezar Ivanescu has an obsession with Eros and Thanatos
which is obviously connected to the religious views of the author, a discussion about the
correspondence between the two terms is in order. The essay which was used to explain the
mentioned link is George Bataille — Erotism. Death and Sensuality. Literary critics’ opinions
were considered in the interpretations of all the poems.

The present thesis took into consideration the relationship the poets of the ‘60s
generation manifest with the sacred dimension of the existence. The investigation of the
mystic elements brought out the constant efforts and difficulties encountered by the human
being in his/ her relationship with God. In the Psalms written by Stefan Aug. Doinas a

constant preoccupation of reconciliation with God and a desire to become closer to the

® In the cases of the works that were not translated into English, we preferred to write the original title and give a
translation of our own between the brackets.
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Supreme Being can be found. This endeavour leads to a series of experiences which can be
described as stumbling along the way. The fight with doubt on the path to faith can also be
traced through the poems. A big part of the texts deal with defining God in words a human
can understand and, at the same time, defining oneself in relation with the divine. The
attempts to define God fail for the most part due to the impossibility of the human mind to
understand divinity which escapes each time from any definition as divinity is greater than
the human mind and the human mind cannot grasp it. This way of understanding the divine
reality is called apophasis and is part of the mystic thinking according to Dionysius the
Areopagite and Dumitru Staniloae. Another characteristic of the mystic experience depicted
in the poems comes in the form of the references to the Hesychast prayer. In Doinas’s Psalmi
(Psalms) the path to God is sinuous, but the few texts that depict the human being filled
entirely with divine light show that the destination is reached in the end.

In the case of loan Alexandru, an intention to gradually elevate the soul following the
steps presented in the mentioned books on mystic can be traced throughout his entire poetic
work. The poet doesn’t just want to ascend to heaven, but he wants to take all his readers with
him in a holy homeland surrounded by the divine light. The elevation towards the divinity
can be traced along his poetry volumes. In the first two books Cum sa va spun (How Should |
Tell You) and Viata deocamdata (Life for Now) the immediate reality is described through the
eyes of the exuberant teenager. In his third volume Infernul discutabil (The Questionable
Inferno) the poet creates a vision of the inferno, as a symbol of the unconscious. The passage
through hell is viewed as part of the purification of the soul (this stage is explained in the
mentioned treatise written by Dumitru Staniloae) on its journey to meet God. Once the phase
of the monstrosity is surpassed, the image of the desert as a place where the divine will
manifests itself and the monstrous temptations have been blocked is depicted in the book
Vamile pustiei (The Toll-Houses of the Desert). The climax of the elevation towards God is
reached in the volume Imnele bucuriei (The Hymns of Joy). In this book the poetic images
become transparent and filled with light, as the experience becomes closer to holiness.

In Cezar Ivanescu’s poems the mystic trajectory follows the pattern found in the
oriental religions. The enstasis is a phase in which the yogi isolates himself/ herself
completely from the world and the environment in order to find and awaken the inner God. In
the case of this poet, the desired seclusion of the self in the complete solitude of the heart is
caused by the reaction the poet has when faced with carnality that is equally fascinated and
disgusted with it. The so much wanted seclusion is obtained easily, though. The combination

of fascination and disgust comes from the way the poet envisions Eros immediately followed
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by Thanatos (the Eros causes the carnality to spread uncontrollably, process which brings
death closer. Death is understood as a never-ending cycle of reincarnations). The enstasis is
the first step towards the spiritual enlightenment. In the Christian writings the enstasis is
described as the descent of the mind into the heart. As the poet uses elements taken from the
Oriental religions as well as some Christian ones, Rudolf Otto’s study Mysticism East and
West: A Comparative Analysis of the Nature of Mysticism was used. In the early stages of his
poetic work, Cezar Ivanescu uses an abundance of carnal images associated with death. In his
later works, the images related to the flesh become hieratic and in the last period of creation
the poet stops using the carnal images altogether. The imagines are now dominated by an
immaterial light; it seems that the enstasis turns into ekstasis (understood as the action in
which the soul gets out of itself in order to meet God, in order to be filled with divine light).
The images related to the ekstasis are analysed in the chapter dedicated to the biblical motifs
and the Christian iconography as the poems containing these images feature representations
of Virgin Mary and of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

Cezar Baltag, in his book Chemarea numelui (The Call of the Name), renders in
imagery the ideas expressed by the apophatic theology which uses negative sentences to
define God. The images in the poems can be linked to the negative space technique taken
from the visual arts. This particular technique manipulates the space around the subject of a
drawing in order to create different shapes. The shapes in the background become visible
when changing the angle from which one visualises the drawing. This game of light and
shadows that creates a presence is used by the poet to describe God the same way apophatic
and cataphatic theology use negative and affirmative sentences to describe God. In Cezar
Baltag’s lyrics the human being talks to God, but the answer is not expected as the human
knows that the absence of the answer is the indicator for the presence of the divinity. In these
poems the images become more and more translucent. Because the poet was very erudite
some of the poems contain references to the Greek mythology.

Turning poetry into a projection of the divine light is the essential theme in most of
the poems in Daniel Turcea’s volume Epifania (The Epiphany). The poet’s conversion to
Christianity generated a series of changes in the poetry that were more or less well received
by the critics. The poems lack colour and the images are dominated by the divine light. Many
references to the liturgy and the Eucharist can be traced throughout the texts, but the most
important part of the volume describes the intimate encounter with God in the warmth of the

human heart which becomes invaded by the divine light. The enstasis (or the purification of
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the soul) isn’t depicted in Daniel Turcea’s poems as the author expresses the descent of the
mind inside the heart when the heart is already purified. These poems represent the ekstasis.

In order to define the angelic presences in poetry the thesis took into consideration the
following theoretic studies and articles: Dionysius the Areopagite — The Celestial Hierarchy,
Henry Corbin — ,,Mundus Imaginalis or the Imaginary and the Imaginal” and, of course,
Andrei Plesu — On Angels.

The third chapter of the paper examined the manners in which the angels appear in the
poetic imaginary in the works of Stefan Aug. Doinas, Nichita Stanescu and Constanta Buzea.
In Doinas’s poetry the following angelic representations were found: the angel as agent of the
divine rage can be found in the poems gathered under the title Sonetele méaniei (The Rage
Sonnets); the angel as an image of the poetic inspiration can be found in the poem Ca drumul
lunii (Like the Path of the Moon); the depiction of the angel as a premonitor of death is
rendered in the text Arde la capete viata... (Life Burns at Both Ends...); rendering the angel as
a communicator of the divine will appears in Lasati-mi o cale (Leave a Way for Me); the
portrayal of the angel as counsellor of God or as an interlocutor for the human can be seen in
the series of poems De profundis; the angel as a rendition of harmony and bliss appears in
Transparente (Transparencies); the angels as descriptions of the broken bond between the
profane world and the sacred one are to be found in Sapte ingeri morti (Seven Dead Angels).
These are some of the representations of the angels in Stefan Aug. Doinas’s poetic work.

Nichita Stanescu uses the image of the angel as a depiction of the poetic inspiration
(Ingerul cu cartea n maini, Ridicare de cuvinte) or as a manifestation of the sacred in the
profane. In this particular section of the thesis it has been established that angels appear
indirectly in the volumes prior to 11 elegii (11 Elegies); in these books there are many
symbols of the ascension such as: wings, feathers, air. Throughout his entire work, Nichita
Stanescu has an obvious concern about the will to elevate the spirit as a means of self-
discovery. Starting with A treia elegie (The Third Elegy) the angels appear in different shapes
and sizes. They are guardians of the borders between the self and things or they are depicted
as sharp objects or pressed flowers in a book in the poem Elegia a opta, hiperboreeana (The
Eighth Elegy, the Hyperborean). The angel is described as a part of the self captive in the
material world in fnger refuzat de pasari (Angel Refused by the Birds). The angels appear as
a communicator of cryptic messages in Inger tatuat cu hérti (Angel with Maps Tattooed on
Its Wings) or as accessories in the poet’s hair in Mana cu cinci degete (The Hand with Five
Fingers) or as a depiction of the depression caused by the interdiction to step into

transcendence in Moartea pasarilor (The Death of the Birds). Here were chosen only a few of
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the representations of the angels which are analysed in the thesis. An important aspect of the
relationship between the angel and the human is the impossibility to establish genuine
communication. This disruptive communication is meant to depict the rupture of level
between the two worlds. The angel sends cryptic messages using hieroglyphs or barks his
answers at the human, asks impossible questions or insults the human being, either way, the
all these manifestations symbolize that the material world and the transcendent one are
growing further apart. In the poem Lupta lui lacob cu ingerul (Jacob’s Fight with the Angel)
a symbolic fight between the poet and his double is described. This double can be viewed as
the poetic inspiration; the stake of the fight is rejecting the uncreated and keeping the word
(seen as the main tool of poetic creation). The poet gets to keep his condition as a creator. In
all the analysed poems there is a second plan of understanding in which the angels can be
seen as representations of the poetic inspiration.

In Constanta Buzea’s work the angels appear as means to illustrate the diverse
nuances of the inner pain depicted in her lyrics. The poet refuses to show her suffering in a
dramatic or trivial way. Her angels are accessories of a tortured self no matter if they are
portrayed as guardians of the elements of nature or stages in the development of the self or
appear as guardian angels or mere elements of the decor. One can see that the troubled
relationship the poet had with her famous husband, the poet Adrian Paunescu, transgressed
into the lyrics and the pain gained substance becoming the main theme of the poet’s work. A
resemblance can be found between the ways Constanta Buzea transposes her suffering into
her art and the ways the Mexican painter Frida Kahlo does the same thing. The both artists
had conflicting relationships with their famous husbands and as most of the works of the
painter consist of self-portraits depicting the artist in torturing circumstances, the Romanian
poet transfers pain into the landscapes or the scenes she describes. The suffering is
represented in all its nuances. In the poet’s work the image of the man who causes his woman
a lot of pain is replaced with the image of the double of the self which continues to inflict
pain. There can be detected here the impossibility to surpass pain, there is also a refusal to
leave pain behind, so that the inner condition of the poet is a sort of stoic suffering.

Defining the sacerdotal function of the poet was done according to Nikolai
Berdyaev’s vision displayed in the study The Meaning of the Creative Act which presents art
as a direct link to the divine energies thus the artist is the direct carrier of transcendence into
the material world. Due to the fact that Stefan Aug. Doinas imagines trips in which he takes
his readers through the inferno and paradise, the latter viewed as the final destination Mircea

Eliade’s study Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy was used to investigate the
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imagined rituals. As the poet doesn’t limit the representations in his work to the archaic
images, the book Patterns in Comparative Religion written by Mircea Eliade was used to
decipher the symbols in Doinas’s poems. The analysis of the poems containing references to
the sacerdotal function of the poet belongs to the Forth Chapter of the thesis.

Another poet’s work investigated in the Forth Chapter is that of Cezar Baltag. The
poet tries to reconnect our world with the transcendent one through his work. He follows the
same erudite path used by Stefan Aug. Doinas. Cezar Baltag reinterprets fairy tale motifs and
elements taken from the Greek mythology. Another way Cezar Baltag tries to re-create the
broken link with the sacred is to assume the roles of Homer and Orpheus.

In the Fifth Chapter biblical motifs and Christian images were investigated. In order
to explore this topic the use of biblical verses (Stefan Aug. Doinas Psalmii la televizor) was
taken into consideration as well as images of biblical characters or the use of cult objects (for
instance Evangheliarul de la Voronet, loan Alexandru). The chapter takes into account the
works of the following poets: Stefan Aug. Doinas, loan Alexandru, Cezar Ivanescu and
Constanta Buzea.

Stefan Aug. Doinas reinterprets the myth of the prophet Jonah and gives the biblical
story a new meaning. The episode is seen as an initiatory experience of the ego in the poem
Chitul sau experienta profetiei (The Whale or the Prophecy Experience). In Scutul fulgerat
(The Shield Struck by Lightning) the poet re-creates prayers. Exploring the dark side of the
self in C. G. Jung’s terms takes the form of assuming the perspective of Judas Iscariot in
Zvarcolirile lui luda (Judas’ Convulsions). Losing one’s innocence brings forward the image
of the primordial couple in a new rendition of the episode of man’s fall from grace in
Mitologicale (Mythologicals). A special situation is emphasized in the cycle Psalmii la
televizor (The Psalms on TV) texts in which the poet uses verses from the Book of Psalms.
The mentioned verses are linked to the every day events which render events from the
Revolution against communism of 1989 or the protests of 1990 from the University Square in
Bucharest. The remarkable thing about Stefan Aug. Doinas’s poetry is that if the poet
manifests distrust regarding the human actions, he proves to be especially confident in regard
to nature and the transcendent values and laws. No matter how ugly the human reality proves
to be, the poet shares the idea that the perennial transcendent values (symbolized by the
forces of good) will prevail in the end.

loan Alexandru’s work after Imnele bucuriei (The Hymns of Joy) proves to suffer
from an inflation of poems which approach the same themes: the salvation of the soul,

glorifying the land of the country, turning historical figures into mythical heroes etc. While

46



the number of the poems increases, their aesthetic value decreases. The poems don’t become
necessarily bad, there are quite a lot of quotable poems, but the critics are annoyed by the
never-ending exuberance of the poet. This eternal exuberance caused some critics to accuse
the poet of posing. Once one starts reading the poems can find that many of the text are
enjoyable and can be truly appreciated only considering the entirety of the poetic work. The
intention of loan Alexandru’s work is to depict the continuous elevation of the human soul
having Jesus Christ as a saviour.

Once the enstasis phase is over, Cezar Ivanescu’s poetry gains a musical component
(some of the poems were put to music by the author) and cultivates innocence symbolised by
the image of Virgin Mary. Another change visible in the maturity poems is the preponderance
of light. The dominant motifs of the carnal dominated by Eros and Thanatos from the
volumes entitled Rod (Fruit) disappear altogether. Love is regarded from a more nuanced
angle: the difference between Eros and Agape is taken into consideration. In Rosarium
(Agape) the stage that Dumitru Staniloae calls the unrelenting love in prayer knocking at the
gate of the heart. The repetitive verses symbolize the persistence of the prayer which leads to
the opening of the heart. The moment this happens, the heart becomes invaded by the divine
light and the ekstasis occurs. From this perspective, one can find in Cezar Ivanescu’s entire
poetic work the same continuous elevation movement of the heart that can be traced in loan
Alexandru’s work. Even though the search period is prolonged in the case of the former, the
result is the same: the projection of the self into the divine light.

The use of the biblical motifs in Constanta Buzea’s work has the same connotations as
the rendition of the angelic images. Every image in her work depicts the permanent and
obstinate suffering. The lyrics can create exceptionally beautiful images such as the one about
the people condemned to the continuous crucifixion of the spirit as long as the soul lives
inside the body in Golgota (Golgotha). Another beautiful image is represented by the light
which comes out of the palms of the dead man, light that gathers all the unspoken words
during the lifetime like Noah gathered the animals in his ark — the image can be found in the
poem Noe (Noah).

The last chapter is dedicated to investigating reinterpretations of some magic folklore
elements. In order to define this concept the thesis takes into consideration Mircea Eliade’s
work as it explains the way the human mind thinks when it comes to experiencing the sacred.
The book Patterns in Comparative Religion explains the value of the objects the sacred
manifests itself. For a better understanding of the phenomenon the study The Idea of Holy

(The Holy — On the Irrational in the Idea of the Divine and its Relation to the Rational) was
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used, as a means to understand the reason behind the definition of the term numinous. The
motivation in choosing the numinous as a way to explain the thinking process behind the
magic folklore consists in the combination of fascinating and scary that makes up the
numinous. This type of understanding the sacred is present in the magic thinking as well: the
different means to tame or capture the forces of the sacred come from this fascinated fear that
is generated by the presence of the supernatural. From this perspective Cezar Baltag’s
Madona din dud and Marin Sorescu’s La lilieci were analysed. The definition of the concepts
numinous and magic folklore belongs to the first while the analysis of the texts belongs to the
last chapter of the paper.

The elements of magic folklore found in Madona din dud written by Cezar Baltag
envision a world set in a chaotic cycle of existence situated before time and before the
genesis, world in which all the latencies coexist almost cancelling each other. The ludic
nature of the texts and the elements taken from the children’s folklore allow the author to
state some serious truths without causing any dramatic implications. The dance is seen as a
means both to create and destroy the world; the raw feminine sensuality that corrupts even
angels is put next to the complete innocence represented by Virgin Mary. This unfinished
world is in search of its civilising heroes; this hero is found in the person of God who is
depicted walking across a newly ploughed field caring a flower in his mouth. This is the
image of a new beginning.

The perspective the poet uses in La lilieci to rebuild loved scenes from his childhood
spent in a village is that of a gentle irony. Bulzesti is a fabulous place in which God can be
seen, children play with personified bad ideas (called gargauni) risking their lives, girls walk
around the village naked on broomsticks during the nights to cast spells on people’s cows to
steal their milk and corpses can be seen walking and talking to people in the dead of the
night. This world keeps a surfaced connection with God otherwise, the people seem to
constantly reject him: the stone on which God sat while he visited the village was donated to
someone from another village, the Greek monks who built a monastery on the land of the
people without asking were burnt alive in their church, people get married on their death bed
and then they get their last Eucharist in order to go to heaven, when Lungu, a man in the
village, meets God and speaks to him the other villagers don’t believe him and he decides to
go elsewhere to preach. The perspective belongs to the child and there are here gathered the
legends of the village. The world presented in this series of volumes is another depiction of

the contrastive latencies which exist side by side.
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In the interpretation of the poems many literary critics’ opinions were taken into
consideration: Ion Pop, M. Nitescu, Alex. Stefanescu, Laurentiu Ulici, Mircea Martin,
Alexandru Ruja, Victor Felea, Alexandru Cistelecan, Mircea A. Diaconu, Marian Popa,
Lucian Alexiu, Eugen Simion, Eugen Negrici, Cornel Regman, Mircea lorgulescu, Nicolae
Manolescu to name only a few. These critical opinions were crucial in the understanding of
the poems.

All the investigated poets prove to be interested in the relationship to that particular
beyond we were talking about in the beginning of this summary. The research can be
improved by investigating the works of other poets and can be completed with the inclusion
of volumes that were not investigated here. The thesis can be used as a premise to develop a

much larger and complex study.
Key-words: neo-modernistic approach, the sacred, mystic encounter, epiphany,

mystic light, angelology, the sacerdotal function of the poet, reconnecting with

transcendence, biblical motifs, iconography, prayer, magic folklore, incantations.
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